Classroom
Guide
Viewing Instructions:
1. Be sure to tune into the live Electronic Field Trip on Wednesday, November 4th. We will have two
live broadcasts that day:
Broadcast 1: 11 a.m. Eastern/10 a.m. Central/9 a.m. Mountain /8 a.m. Pacific
Broadcast 2: 2 p.m. Eastern/1 p.m. Central/ 12 p.m. Mountain /11a.m. Pacific
2. View the program at www.wyes.org/fieldtrips. Throughout the Electronic Field Trip, your class may
participate in a real time Q&A. Details on ways to participate will be given during the program.
3. If you have any questions before and during the Electronic Field Trip, email fieldtrips@wyes.org

Extensions & Enrichment:
1. Have your students explore the Home Front Resources on pgs. 2-6 of this guide, especially the Home
Front fact sheet (pg. 2) before and after the Electronic Field Trip.
2. Inspired by what you see during the Electronic Field Trip? Sign up your
class to Get in the Scrap! with The National WWII Museum. Get in the
Scrap! is a national service learning project for students in grades 4-8
all about recycling and energy conservation. Your students have the
power to affect positive change on the environment; much like students 70 years ago played a positive role on the Home Front in securing victory in WWII.
The Museum will mail you a project kit complete with a classroom poster and fun activities designed to engage your students in a nationwide recycling and energy conservation effort. They’ll
earn cool prizes for their hard work and get a chance to show off their school on the Museum’s Get
in the Scrap! website. Sign up opens on November 4th.
Want to know more? Find out all about Get in the Scrap! during the Electronic Field Trip!

We hope you enjoy the Electronic Field Trip!
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THE HOME FRONT DURING WWII
“We are now at war. We are now in it—all the way. Every single man,
woman, and child is a partner in the most tremendous undertaking of our
American history.” So stated President Roosevelt on December 9, 1941,
during his weekly radio address to the nation. With the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, America had formally entered the war as a partner of the Allies in
the fight for democracy—and life on the Home Front would never be the
same.
Total war meant that all levels of the economy and all segments
of society dedicated themselves to victory. FDR urged Americans to join
the war effort by “out-producing and overwhelming the enemy.” While
scarcity, rationing, and shortages became regular topics of conversation,
so too did talk of duty, patriotism, unity, and victory. The United States,
which had the world’s 18th largest military in 1939, mobilized itself for
total war production almost overnight once the nation entered the war.
The immediate conversion of peacetime industries into war production
facilities involved companies of all sizes and types. Toy companies beNational Archives, NWDNS-200(S)-PSC-16
gan to manufacture compasses. Typewriter companies made rifles and
piano factories produced airplane motors. The Ford Motor Company ceased producing cars and began
turning out tanks and bombers. And behind each soldier stood hundreds of civilian workers making
everything an army needs to fight around the globe. The Depression was over. Full employment was a
reality and confidence in victory was strong.
From 1940 until the Japanese surrender, the United States produced more than 300,000 aircraft,
86,000 tanks, and 12.5 million rifles. Its shipyards were just as productive, building 107 aircraft carriers,
352 destroyers, and 35 million tons of merchant shipping. The US also supplied a majority of war materials for its Allied partners. By 1945, the U.S. had produced more than twice the war supplies of Germany,
Italy, and Japan combined.
While returning to work and earning more money, Americans on the Home Front also had to
learn to ration their food, recycle their scrap, plant backyard “Victory Gardens,” and cut back on travel. The government regulated the economy to control inflation, maintaining price and wage controls
and instituting tight rationing programs throughout the war. Every family received ration books with
stamps and coupons for food items such as meat, sugar, and butter, and other goods, like tires and
gasoline. The government further encouraged civilians to collect fabric, scrap metal, and old tires for
National Archives, NWDNS-44-PA-118 6
recycling. Rationing even changed fashion styles. Women’s slacks and
skirts became slimmer and shorter to save fabric and men’s suits became
cuff-less and vest-less. Millions of families observed Meatless Mondays,
millions more helped fund the war by buying War Bonds.
The war permeated every aspect of life on the Home Front. Comic books, popular music, movies, and Broadway shows all had patriotic
themes. Propaganda supporting the war effort was everywhere. Slogans
like “Kick ‘Em in the Axis” and “Can All You Can” became popular and made
people feel that they could play a vital role in producing victory. And the
battle on the Home Front changed America in vital ways as the workforce
expanded to include women and minorities, people relocated to fill war
industries, and the United States fulfilled its role as “Arsenal of Democracy.” These changes were not always easy, but Americans made them with
the same determination and optimism that they exhibited on the battlefields around the world.
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HOME FRONT VOCABULARY
Attack on Pearl Harbor: On December 7th, 1941, Japan attacked the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. Over 2,500 Americans died in the surprise air and sea attack. In a speech the next day, president
Roosevelt called December 7th “a day that will live in infamy.” He asked Congress to declare war on
Japan. With that vote, the U.S. officially entered WWII.
Higgins Boat: Boats designed and manufactured in New Orleans that delivered American soldiers to
the beaches of Normandy during D-Day and other enemy beaches during World War II.
“Jitterbug”: A swing dance that became popular on the American Home Front during World War II.
Production: The building of neccessary materials like tanks, planes, ships, equipment, weapons, uniforms, etc., needed for the battle fronts. Many factories across the United States converted to make
these war materials, some even staying open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to meet the demand.
Propaganda: The systematic promotion of ideas and doctrines; an important part of the war effort
that used symbolic figures like “Rosie the Riveter” and “Uncle Sam” to help boost American morale and
encourage citizens participation in the war effort.
Rationing: The fair distribution of scarce resources like food, gasoline, and tires during the war. All
Americans received ration books, which helped regulate the amount of scarce foods they were allowed
to purchase at the grocery store.
Rosie the Riviter: A symbol of the six million women who entered the workforce, especially working
manufacturing jobs in defense factories, during World War II.
Scrapping: Collecting and reusing old materials such as tires, metal, and grease,
turn them into something new, such as ammunition, guns, or parts for
tanks.
Teamwork: The effort made by all Americans on the Home Front to
support the war and the servicemen & women oversees.
Uncle Sam: An American icon who encouraged men to signup for the armed forces, and for all Americans to do their part
to support the war effort.
Victory Garden: Gardens planted by American families to
help stretch their limited food rations during WWII.
Volunteer: An American citizen who donated time to a
service organization on the Home Front or entered the
armed services in support of the war effort.
War Bonds: Certificates sold by the United States
government to help pay for the war.
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During WWII, they called reusing materials for another purpose scrapping. These materials
would go to build tanks, ships, planes, and other equipment for the war effort. Today, we call
collecting and reusing materials recycling.

List five items you recycle on a regular basis:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6

We’re All in this Together! Classroom Guide		

©The National WWII Museum, Inc.

